





HERE, AT THE PORTY-MINTH PARAL-
lel, halfway up the Gaspé Peninsuls
in northeastern Ciseher, the growing
season is shore, with oaly 110 fros-
free days ayear. Bur the daysare bong,
and soon afver the snow disappears in
May, the gusdens ar Grand-Meeis — also
known 2 Reford Gardens — spring
tn life. By che ead of the manth, prep-
arations have begun for one of the
most compel ling and innovarive par-
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ALNNANDER BEFOED AT GRAND-AMETIS

architecture, ke showeees wark that
look=s more like installucion ary than
conventional garden plots. Artises
might incorporate anusaal chjects,
wich as mietal grid, recycled glass, or
anything sculptuinil o belp Hosersce
the concept behind the design.
"leept socing articles about Chng-
miont and chinking, "What o won-
derful thing, ™ =vs Reford. *] womder-
ed if thete was some way to replicate
that here, Oine of the premdses upon
which we based the fesrival was that
gardens haven't progressed & grem

432

deal over the lasi oepidury. Andd, s
we smamed 0 the millennim year,
there wus this impulse e ask, °Is
thiere 1ot !u-m-.—rluiu_n.: else char gar-
q:|r'|||||_|.1 fan commuinicaie? Are there
not [landscape] designers innerested
i contermporary gardend, snd if o,
shawildn't we give them a morum in
which to demonstrace their talents
end to exhibic their gardens oo the
_|.:rr|rn|| |-1.||1|.||. "

Eich wear, the 10F featsres eyght
imarsllarions by selecred individaals
or groupd. This summer the festral
is showcasing fve Canadian pro
jects, oo from' the United States,
amnd three installatiom from France,
the featured country. The dieectors
inviee |Jl:5|._|:‘;|'|r:l"'|- ] :ul‘llnii F'E-F-I:ﬁlll
the previous fall, and chen a jury se-
lects the best entnics. Those selected
are given a budger of $2% 000, in-
cluding labour and marerials, to
bsild their gardens ar the site be-
tween May and June. Financing i
penerated by the previows year’s
ticket salex, plus some corpacate and
povernment sponsorship

Last year's festivities drew a re-
markable 127 000 visrtors, wsd k-
lic feedback was largely positive,
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had some extreme resceions. "W
had borh exrravedinary enchoasm.
with ;ﬂ:-rlr I, Wow, this 1
the most excitng garden 've over
weery,’ and the adverse reaction, which
wak, “These are Dot gordens. Crive
mie my money back.’ So for this year,
the resctions hove been almose
entirely posirive.

Thiz yiur, the fesoival sice i3 more
frature {1 ook e like Fhwuipleaghias
i pone, says Refoed), and the par-
ticipating designers span a broader
spectrum. “We ve been able 1o ap-
peal bath o the architectare- and
design-loving mdivadiial s well as
o the r||.u'.||:'|.m.1:n.' hl_' Vs

In zewsz, the fescival will featuse
work from the United Kingdom,
home o some of the world's great
garden designers. ~ The world is now
coming tous,” says Beford, “Ic's been
a wonderfully invigonting experi-
cnir. Deing & hilsvoric ganden, we
tend o ap{ml o adialis of & certaim
age, and this festival has allowed us
to rEjuvenate, (o become hip and
youdng. People want o koow what
madern garden is. They might not
like it, bt at least they come.”
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