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[)THESOLDIER WHOGAME BACK

IN 1y41, PRIVATE EDCAR DAPTISTI WENT MISSING IN ACT
MO AR ELDERLEY WAk SWTTH .-';1\ DL PHOTOERAFID AND
TALL 7 AMNMESIA 1S CEAIMING ' BE HIM By Brian Hurcl
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HI-.RI-.. AT THE FOFRTF-NINTH PARAL
lel, halfsay up the Gaspé Peninsula
10 portheasreon (hsehec, the growing
season is shore, with oaly 110 fros-
free days ayear. Bur the daysare bong,
anid soon afver the snow disappears in
My, the gurdens ot Grand-Méts - alsa
known & Reford Gardens — spring
o hife. By the end of the month, prep
arations have begun for one of the
mest cormpel ling and innovaoee gar-
den cvents in MNorth America, the In-
rermarional (sanden Festival (1Gr)
Miw (0 s secomd yoas, the fetival s
drawing some of the world s top de-
sigiteers, arvists, wiwd landscape amchi-
teocts, and frarnring work char blurs
e line between gardening sl wrr.

The feinival is the brainchald of
| swwiicler Hzﬁanhm-pnm‘-an
maother inhenited the propercy from
her uncle, Lond Moing Soephen, a mal-
vy immgite wiel oo of the founders
ot the Carsdian Pacific Railway. Loed
apcphen gave the propeny — compris-
ing %00 acres of land, a fshing kedge,
and part af the Mt River = oo Elsse
afrer moving to England around 1o00
Elsie mude it her sumimer hoene, dnd
peerit the next chorry years boanlding
a pwenty-acne, woeld-class English
garden, specialzing in liliesane gen-
tians. Eventually the gardens wene
wld o the Cueber povernmenr and
opened e public, but m 1995, 8
gronap bed by membsers of the Refiord
famaly acguired the properey, and
miowe thirey-cighe-year-obd Alexander
Reford runs the place

The wlea tor the festival came
aboyr foar years ago when Refoed in-
wited] professor Philippe Poulbeisie: -
Gonider, co-founder of the Chair in
Landscapang and Eivironment st the
Usswverised de HLIFJIZI.'I.:.:II.. to v the
pardens and give a lecnuee. “He was
enchanted by the possibilsty of a con
temparary-garden festival n this
place,” siys Relord. In the sprang ol
o508, the rwo cravelled @ France m
wigir the famed Chaemong-sur-Laine,
e o the modern-genden festival
that would serve as dheir imparacion.

Chanmont 15 oo of the leading
venies for indovations i landscape »
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ALNNANDER BEFOED AT GRAND-AMETIS

architecture, ke showeees wark that
look=s more like installucion ary than
conventional garden plots. Artises
might incorporate anusaal chjects,
wich as mietal grid, recycled glass, or
anything sculptuinil o belp Hosersce
the concept behind the design.
"leept socing articles about Chng-
miont and chinking, "What o won-
derful thing, ™ =vs Reford. *] womder-
ed if thete was some way to replicate
that here, Oine of the premdses upon
which we based the fesrival was that
gardens haven't progressed & grem

432

deal over the lasi oepidury. Andd, s
we smamed 0 the millennim year,
there wus this impulse e ask, °Is
thiere 1ot !u-m-.—rluiu_n.: else char gar-
q:|r'|||||_|.1 fan commuinicaie? Are there
not [landscape] designers innerested
i contermporary gardend, snd if o,
shawildn't we give them a morum in
which to demonstrace their talents
end to exhibic their gardens oo the
_|.:rr|rn|| |-1.||1|.||. "

Eich wear, the 10F featsres eyght
imarsllarions by selecred individaals
or groupd. This summer the festral
is showcasing fve Canadian pro
jects, oo from' the United States,
amnd three installatiom from France,
the featured country. The dieectors
inviee |Jl:5|._|:‘;|'|r:l"'|- ] :ul‘llnii F'E-F-I:ﬁlll
the previous fall, and chen a jury se-
lects the best entnics. Those selected
are given a budger of $2% 000, in-
cluding labour and marerials, to
bsild their gardens ar the site be-
tween May and June. Financing i
penerated by the previows year’s
ticket salex, plus some corpacate and
povernment sponsorship

Last year's festivities drew a re-
markable 127 000 visrtors, wsd k-
lic feedback was largely positive,

r|H||,|.|;|‘I Ii.|-I||r|J .ili;l'nwh_ih.:l_'\ 1|1|_'1.

had some extreme resceions. "W
had borh exrravedinary enchoasm.
with ;ﬂ:-rlr I, Wow, this 1
the most excitng garden 've over
weery,’ and the adverse reaction, which
wak, “These are Dot gordens. Crive
mie my money back.’ So for this year,
the resctions hove been almose
entirely posirive.

Thiz yiur, the fesoival sice i3 more
frature {1 ook e like Fhwuipleaghias
i pone, says Refoed), and the par-
ticipating designers span a broader
spectrum. “We ve been able 1o ap-
peal bath o the architectare- and
design-loving mdivadiial s well as
o the r||.u'.||:'|.m.1:n.' hl_' Vs

In zewsz, the fescival will featuse
work from the United Kingdom,
home o some of the world's great
garden designers. ~ The world is now
coming tous,” says Beford, “Ic's been
a wonderfully invigonting experi-
cnir. Deing & hilsvoric ganden, we
tend o ap{ml o adialis of & certaim
age, and this festival has allowed us
to rEjuvenate, (o become hip and
youdng. People want o koow what
madern garden is. They might not
like it, bt at least they come.”
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